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Program 7: So What is Cyber-bullying? 
 
Program summary 

The program begins with a look at bullying and the more recent phenomenon of cyber-
bullying. Electronic media now provides more opportunities for this kind of activity, and the 
means of sending out false allegations against others – and other forms of nastiness 
including photographs – much more quickly around the world. The key issue here is the 
immediacy that technology provides. After reflecting on the question Why do people engage 
in cyber-bullying? This program then takes a first look at the implications for victims and their 
families.  
  

Interviewees   
Michael O’Connell, Commissioner for Victims’ Rights,  

Attorney General’s Department, Government of South Australia. 
Dr Matthew Sorell, Senior Lecturer in Telecommunications and Multimedia Engineering, 

The University of Adelaide. 
 

Listen 
Download this program – from www.tonyryanmedia.com.au – and listen at home or in your car, or in a 
group around a table at home or in the staff room. Duration approx 15 mins. 
 

Table Talk 
Use these questions as springboards to a discussion on some of the issues raised in the 
program. Before you end the discussion, agree on some action outcomes. 
 

Matthew Sorell and Michael O’Connell talk about the various forms of cyber-
bullying. Discuss the differences between traditional and cyber-bullying.  
 
The statistics show a dramatic increase cyber-bullying. How does technology 
change the likelihood of being bullied? 
 
As with all crimes victims show very different reactions to cyber-bullying. How 
could cyber-bullying affect the victims and their families? 
 
Some people see cyber-bullying as “no big deal” because they don’t understand 
how perverse this type of bullying is. Discuss why so many people take part in 
some form of cyber-bullying, often without even recognizing the results of their 
actions. 
 

Resources 
To guide your discussion,  

DECS(South Australia) Cyber Bullying, E-crime and the Protection of Children 
http://www.decs.sa.gov.au/community/default.asp?id=27122&navgrp=1638 

Spotlight - Cyber Bullying http://www.bullyingnoway.com.au/talkout/spotlight/cyberbullyingmain.shtml 
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