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Hello and welcome to this year’s first edition of The Big Screen. I’m John McGowan. The Academy 
Awards are just around the corner and most major studios choose this time of year to release their 
best and brightest movies. They hope these movies will catch the wave of Oscar buzz and notch-up 
some good box-office returns generated from all those people – like me for instance – who try to get 
to see the nominated movies before the Awards are handed out. 
 
The result of all this is that, just at the moment, there are more interesting movies arriving on The Big 
Screen than you could poke a stick at. In this program I will discuss just some of the movies that I 
have seen lately. Two of them are hot tickets for Oscars and two of them not so much – but they are 
interesting movies nonetheless. I will also talk about an Oscar nomination that is very very close to 
home – right here in Adelaide, South Australia. 
 
Firstly, a look at The Imitation Game – the true story of a man called Alan Turing, a genius who, in 
the 1940s, took the first steps towards inventing the computer. This is a biographical picture – 
sometimes called a biopic for short – and biopics traditionally do very well at the Academy Awards. 
 
The action of The Imitation Game focuses very strongly on the central character, the mathematical 
prodigy, Dr. Turing, who is played by British actor Benedict Cumberbatch. This actor is well-
established as a television performer through his role as Sherlock in the modernised version of the 
Sherlock Holmes stories and the character he plays in The Imitation Game in fact bears quite a few 
resemblances to Sherlock Holmes. 
 
In a scenario that might easily have come straight from a story featuring the great fictional detective 
Holmes, Mathematician Alan Turing’s wartime task was to attempt to break the secret code used by 
the Nazis to communicate with their naval forces. To do this, Turing employed the sort of 
quantitative leaps of intuition and imagination that made him a real-life Sherlock. Even though the 
details of the true story of The Imitation Game are well known through books and television 
documentaries, the movie works well as a race-against-time thriller carried along by good 
performances from the entire cast – particularly by Cumberbatch and Keira Knightly who plays his 
Bletchley Park girlfriend. 
 
However, for me, the really stunning moments of the movie came right at the end when a series of 
on-screen information panels reminded us of how atrociously Turing was treated after the war by his 
own people and we learn of the nearly fifty thousand other homosexuals who, over time, were also 
vilified under archaic British laws. The laws were eventually repealed but it takes your breath away 
to learn that it took sixty years for Turing’s name to be cleared. And this was the man who wartime 
leader Winston Churchill said was responsible for winning the war for the Allies. 
 
I gave The Imitation Game four stars. 
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Benedict Cumberbatch is a nominee for the Best Actor Oscar but the rumours suggest that this Oscar 
will more likely go to veteran American actor Michael Keaton for his role in our next movie – 
Birdman. While this movie apparently sprang – fully fledged – from the creative brain of its director, 
Alejandro Inarritu, and is therefore a complete work of the imagination, to some degree it could be 
regarded as a kind of biopic of its leading actor, the sixty-four year old Michael Keaton. 
 
In Birdman, Keaton plays an actor who has, in the past, achieved some fame in movies playing a 
superhero called Birdman. Now, with all of that well behind him, he is trying to find new meaning 
for his life by producing and acting in a theatrical play by a contemporary playwright. You can 
glimpse some elements of Keaton’s own life in this plot given that he, too, had a relatively brief 
moment of fame playing Batman on two occasions over twenty years ago and that his own screen 
career has been perhaps less than brilliant since then. 
 
In Birdman, Keaton’s character is driven to the brink of insanity as a result of being literally haunted 
by the hovering presence of his superhero persona. While Keaton and a fine cast all embrace their 
damaged characters with gusto I suspect that this is not a movie for any but those who happen to 
have a strong interest in the vagaries of live theatre. Most of the action takes place in the rather 
claustrophobic confines of the corridors and tawdry dressing rooms in the backstage area of the 
theatre.  
 
On one of the few occasions when the director allows Keaton’s character to emerge for a breath of 
fresh air into the street outside he passes a random loonie bellowing phrases from Shakespeare. The 
madman’s rant ends with the immortal line: Sound and fury signifying nothing. I’m sure the director 
did not intend this as self-parody but I nonetheless felt that the phrase worked well as an apt 
description of Birdman. 
 
I gave Birdman two and a half stars. 
 
Russell Crowe’s first movie as a director, The Water Diviner, is not an Oscar contender but that 
doesn’t mean it’s not a good movie. The Water Diviner is doing well at the Australian box office and 
there’s every reason why it should. The movie has romance, pathos, action, adventure and great 
locations. Some of the locations are even parts of South Australia. The story of the Australian farmer 
who goes in search of the remains of his dead sons at Gallipoli after the end of the war is well told 
and Russell Crowe’s acting and directing infuses the movie with a rare sense of Australian-ness. 
 
Perhaps the surprise of the movie was the great empathy with which the Turks are depicted and it 
was pleasing to find, mostly, Turkish actors playing the roles of their countrymen and doing it very 
well. The Water Diviner is an engaging movie and a local product that we can all be proud of. 
 
I gave The Water Diviner three and a half stars. 
 
Because it was school holidays I also decided to have a look at Paddington – the story about the 
accident-prone but lovable, talking bear. I saw it in a theatre where there were lots of kids. It was an 
ideal test audience and, judging by the gales of laughter from the kids, Paddington was a great 
success. I too thought it was great fun. 
 
The popular Paddington books have never been on my radar so I came to the movie without any 
preconceptions about the plot or the characters. The story told in the movie is quite contemporary 
and set in modern London and, while that was OK by me, there could possibly, be some issues for 
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people whose notions of Paddington have been formed from reading the books. That said, 
Paddington the movie stands on its own as an enjoyable picture that the kids can safely take their 
adults to see without any concerns at all. 
 
I gave Paddington four stars. 
 
Now just before closing a word about a potential Oscar that, if all goes well, could find its way all 
the way to Adelaide or, to be precise, to number 180 Pulteney Street, Adelaide. That’s the home base 
of Rising Sun Pictures where team-leader Tim Crosbie has been nominated for best visual effects on 
X-Men: Days Of Future Past. Crosbie led a team of forty-six people who spent seven months 
working on a particular scene which lasts for just two minutes of screen time. 
 
Rising Sun Pictures are the great, low-profile success story of motion picture production in South 
Australia. The company was founded just twenty years ago and named after the Rising Sun Inn at 
Kensington where the first board meeting was conducted over a Coopers Ale. To date, the company 
has worked on over 100 films – many of them international blockbusters - and now describes itself 
as one of the most well-established, independently owned visual effects companies in the world. And 
all of this without any drain on the public purse. I wish them well on Oscar night. 
 
Well that’s all for now...until next time, I’ll see you in the back stalls. 
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